Application for UUMFE/District Collaboration
Applications to participate as one of the four selected Districts are due on February 20th, 2010. Districts will be selected by March 15 according to UUMFE’s assessment of the application and its ability to supply a person to work with the District. UUMFE will work with any interested District, even if not selected, in administering and analyzing the survey data (no deadline for applying). Depending on the success of the work in 2010, UUMFE may apply for additional funding to work in-depth with more Districts.
The District must agree to the process and goals as described in the accompanying proposal.  

Specifically, the District commits to:

· Conduct the needs assessment survey, share the results with UUMFE, and collaborate with UUMFE on its analysis

· Assist UUMFE in raising the $500 match within the District by showing its support for the project (see suggested letter).  UUMFE will appreciate, but does not require, contact information, and we will need some direction as to which congregations are most engaged in environmental work.  

· Identify two to four lay and ministerial leaders to work with UUMFE on the process

· Create programming that will meet the District’s identified needs in collaboration with UUMFE (most likely a District gathering)

· Assist UUMFE in achieving the outcomes outlined in the proposal.

· Work within UUMFE’s time-frame for completing the majority of the project in 2010 (administer and analyze survey within two months of selection, plan for initial implementation by October 2010, evaluation by December 2010)

District’s Name​​​​​​​________________________________________________________
District Executive______________________________________________________
District Contact for UUMFE work_________________________________________
Number of Congregations________________________________________________
Attach a summary of recent District Earth ministry activities (no more than a page)

Signature agreeing to the commitments above________________________________

Position _________________________________Date ________________________

E-mail applications to office@uuministryforearth.org. Office #: 503-595-9392
Sample letter to potential donors for the challenge grant

Dear 

The ____________________District has been selected by Unitarian Universalist Ministry for Earth to participate in a project designed to provide support for congregations within your District who are committed to caring for Earth, deepening understanding of our seventh principle, and working to build a more just and sustainable Earth.  

The project is funded by a challenge grant from the UU Funding program through which UUMFE will make $1,000 available for your District.  However, in order to receive the money from the challenge grant, UUMFE must raise $500 from individuals and congregations within the District. We are asking for your support of this project at a suggested level of at least $50 which will also give you the benefits of membership in UUMFE for one year.

The leadership of the _____________________ District is supportive of this project and its goals which include:

· A stronger network of Unitarian Universalists in the District able to educate, support and lead congregations in their responses to environmental concerns 

· Shared stories of success and challenge, which will serve to build morale and capacity among participants

· Support for the District in responding to the identified needs of their congregations.

· Affirmation of environmental justice and sustainable living among Unitarian Universalists and their congregations, including, but not exclusive to those congregations engaged in Green Sanctuary work.

Increased visibility for UUMFE and other UUA groups working on environmental justice within the District.

This is an exciting possibility for supporting and deepening work within your District to celebrate and care for the Earth and to strengthen the intersection of Unitarian Universalist work for justice and environment.   We hope you will welcome this opportunity to help us meet the $500 challenge grant and say "Yes" to furthering Earth ministry within the ____________________________ District.

Nancy King Smith and Irene Keim

Co-chairs, UU Ministry for Earth Board

